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THANK YOU...

Ponteland repertory society for the loan of the shrubbery, the English Settlement Society for the loan of the ironmongery, Dorothy MacDonald for the Sheriff's top, the staff at the Live Theatre and anyone else who has inadvertently not been mentioned before. Oh, and of course you, the audience, who have actually turned up to see some real live acting by human beings. You remember human beings? They used to be big in the Sixties...

SYNOPSIS


All is not well in Sherwood Forest. The Merry Men, recently renamed the Merry Persons by the politically correct Robin Hood, are not happy with their leader's right-on ideology. Basically, they like “robbing from the rich”, but aren't so keen on the “giving it to the poor” bit. Led by the treacherous Ann Oakleaf, they are demanding that some more wealth is re-distributed in their direction. Even Virginia, Robin's financé, is sick of living like a pheasant and breaks off their engagement.


Rupert, the Sheriff of Nottingham is having his own troubles with popularity, the public not responding favourably to his policy of low taxation and bugger all public spending. To make matters worse, his girlfriend (Lady Caroline) thinks that he's not butch enough, so (to try and impress her) he sets off into the forest to catch a stag.


Meanwhile, Eloise (the Sheriff's maid) is conducting a passionate affair with Will Scarlett, Robin's right hand man. Unable to marry because of the hatred between their employers, Eloise devises a cunning plan to teach Robin and Rupert to be less narrow-minded. They are to change places for a month...

ACT I.  A Glade in Sherwood Forest
ACT II.  Scene One - The Same (One month later)
Scene Two  - Outside Sherwood Castle, Evening
BACKGROUND


Robin Hood and his Merry Persons is the fifth and, for the moment, final show written for the society by Fraser Charlton. The story is a satire on political extremism which comes to the conclusion, in an appropriately Gilbertian fashion, that “the art of politics is the art of compromise”. The true story of how parlimentary democracy was introduced to Britain is also revealed!


The music, scored for our seven-piece orchestra by Michael Berner, has been selected from every single Gilbert and Sullivan operetta (from Thespis to The Grand Duke) as well as squeezing in a well-known tune by Jacques Offenbach. While the lyrics are almost completely original, you should still recognise some old favourites along-side the less familiar songs - and hopefully discover some new favourites, too. 


The author gratefully acknowledges the influence of The Time Bandits, Monty Python and the Holy Grail and Blackadder on this production, and hopes that a little of their success will rub off onto this show!

PAST SUMMER SHOWS


The Summer shows provide a chance for the society to perform some of the lesser known works of Gilbert & Sullivan and, more recently, to produce new shows written by society members using songs from the Savoy Operas. Produced, musically directed, choreographed, lit, prop'ed and clothed by members of the society, they provide an opportunity for us to relax, let our hair down and provide some (mostly) “innocent merriment”!


1986
Ages Ago (Gilbert & Clay) /

Cox and Box (Burnand & Sullivan) & Trial by Jury (Gilbert & Sullivan)
1987
Cox and Box & The Zoo (Sullivan & Rowe)
1988
Wicked Waxworks (Fraser Charlton)
1989
Penzance II: The Pirates Strike Back! (Christopher Egdell)
1990
The Philanderer (Fraser Charlton) & Trial by Jury
1991
Modern Girls (Fraser Charlton) & The Zoo
1992
The Wreckers of Red Rock (Fraser Charlton)

ORDER OF MUSIC

ACT ONE

1.
a.
OPENING CHORUS - “For the Merriest People are we” (The Gondoliers)

b.
DUET - “We are the bold outlaws” (Utopia Limited)
Ann & Marion
2.
a.
CHORUS - “All hail to Robin Hood” (Trial By Jury)

b.
SONG - “I live a life that's poor and free” (The Pirates of Penzance)
Robin
3.

SONG - “I grew up as the daughter” (The Gondoliers)
Virginia
4
.a.
DUET - “We are the guardsmen of the Sheriff”


(Genevieve de Brabant, Jacques Offenbach)
Kevin & Brian

b.
SONG - “At my entrance I should mention” (The Grand Duke)
Sheriff
5.

SONG - “A life of luxury's a bore” (Patience)
Caroline
6.

DUET - “Words of love too loudly spoken” (Utopia Limited)
Will & Eloise
7.

DUET - “Who are you, sir?” (Cox and Box)
Robin & Sheriff
8.

FINALE

a.
QUARTET - “I am agreed” (The Mikado)
Robin, Sheriff, Will & Eloise

b.
DUET - “Come hither all you people” (The Grand Duke)
Sheriff & Will

c.
CHORUS - “Now what is all the fuss about” (The Pirates of Penzance)

d.
SOLO & CHORUS - “I was a caring leader” (Ruddigore)
Sheriff

e.
DUET - “Now hold” (The Grand Duke)
Virginia & Sheriff

f.
SOLOS & CHORUS - “At last my dreams are coming true” (The Mikado)



Virginia, Sheriff, Ann & Marion

ACT TWO

1.

SOLOS & CHORUS - “The happiest and richest band” (The Gondoliers)



Ann & Marion
2.

DUET - “Rapture, rapture” (The Yeomen of the Guard)
Virginia & Sheriff
3.

TRIO - “Away, away” (The Pirates of Penzance)
Ann, Marion & Little John
4.

QUARTET - “Never mind the rising taxes” (H.M.S. Pinafore)



Eloise, Caroline, Kevin & Brian
5.

DUET - “P'raps a moment we should tarry” (Iolanthe)
Robin & Caroline
6.

SOLOS & CHORUS - “Dodging through the dingy darkness” (Thespis)



Ann, Marion & Little John
7
a.
QUINTETTE - “Now the trial month has ended” (The Sorcerer)



Will, Eloise, Sheriff, Ann & Robin

b.
CHORUS - “Observe our leaders here” (Utopia Limited)

c.
RECITATIVE - “Hold, rash ones” (The Pirates of Penzance)
Will & Ann

d.
SONG - “Some years ago” (Princess Ida)
Will
8.

FINALE

a.
SOLOS - “We've changed our treacherous life” (The Pirates of Penzance)



Ann, Marion, Caroline, Robin, Virginia, Sheriff, Will & Eloise

b.
CHORUS - “Hail, ever hail, democracy!” (The Pirates of Penzance)

c.
CHORUS - “For the Merriest People are we” (The Gondoliers)


The title in brackets indicates the show from which the music was taken

OUR NEXT PRODUCTION
Patience
or
Bunthorne's Bride

Tuesday 8th - Saturday 12th February 1994 at 7.30pm

NEWCASTLE PLAYHOUSE


