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The goal of this contribution is twofold: (i) situate the logical problem of language evolution in the context of the biolinguistic program initiated by Chomsky and Lenneberg in the 1960s and (ii) review the recent literature in Biolinguistics and propose what our best guesses might be regarding what the key novelty was that gave rise to the modern language faculty and that may have been responsible for what Hauser has called our ‘humaniqueness’ (this will lead me to discuss the nature of Merge and the lexicon).
