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The study of early language has been approached from a wide range of perspectives. The present chapter aims at showing the potential that studies on grammaticalization offer for reconstructing earlier phases in the evolution of language, that is, phases that are not within the scope of classical methods of historical linguistics. What distinguishes grammaticalization theory from other linguistic approaches that have been recruited is that it has a diachronic foundation and that the hypotheses that are proposed on the basis of this theory rest, firstly, on regularities in linguistic change and, secondly, on comparative observations across languages.

Building on the reconstruction work proposed in Heine and Kuteva (2007), this chapter will discuss the methodology used by students of grammaticalization and present some findings that have been made on language evolution.
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