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To be complete, accounts of human language, like other evolutionary theories, must identify the environmental changes responsible for phenotypic variation, and the processes that reinforced the variants that increased reproductive success.  Taking a life history approach, I propose a sequence of adaptive responses to environmental change that increased vocal and verbal complexity, above that of the other primates, laying the groundwork for the speech of traditionally living humans.  The focus, throughout, is on social functions, beginning with infant care and including more complex relationships; vocal and verbal behaviors, many of them sexually dimorphic; and the evolution of evaluative and control systems in the context of mating and dominance displays.  Finally I offer a selection-based account of the evolution of these systems for speech.  Every stage of development, from infancy and childhood to juvenility and adolescence, is seen to make a distinct contribution to the evolution of language.    

