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The notion that musicality and language may have shared a common evolutionary basis is an idea that reaches back to at least the 18th century but has been neglected within the flurry of conferences, books and articles about language evolution that began in the 1990s. This idea has now been revived, largely owing to developments in palaeoanthropology and neuroscience and the relative lack of progress that was achieved in that flurry of activity.  This contribution will briefly review the history of ideas relating the evolution of language and music and summarise why progress on the former is unlikely to be achieved without consideration of the latter.  

