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Humans share a long phylogenetic history with the extant apes and monkeys, a fact vividly exemplified by remarkable similarities in many morphological and behavioural traits. Human language, however, is not usually considered part of this shared primate inheritance, and there is good evidence that spoken language has emerged in the human lineage long after the split from the last common primate ancestor. Nevertheless, language is a nexus of behavioural and psychological mechanisms with long and independent evolutionary histories. In this chapter, I review recent empirical research on some of these mechanisms, which have also been identified in non-human primates during natural acts of communication. A particular focus will be on the vocal behaviour of apes, an area of research that has been uncared for over the past decades. The emerging picture is one of considerable sophistication and complex ways in which vocal behaviour is utilised by these primates to deal with the social and ecological challenges of their daily lives.

