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The following is a list of my recent or current publications which focus on the topic of
evolutionary linguistics, the subject matter of SEL3005 Language Origins and
Evolution/SEL8003 Evolutionary Linguistics (taught annually): 

In prep. The Oxford Handbook of Language Evolution. Oxford: Oxford University Press
[with Kathleen Gibson]. 

To appear. Kin selection and linguistic complexity. To appear in The evolution of language.
Proceedings of the 7th International Conference (EVOLANG 7). 

In press. The origins of the lexicon: how a word store evolved. In Rudie Botha & Chris Knight (eds.),
The cradle of language. Volume 1: The prehistory of language. Oxford: Oxford University
Press.

In press. Holophrastic protolanguage: planning, processing, storage, and retrieval. In Michael Arbib
& Derek Bickerton (eds.), Holophrasis versus compositionality in the emergence of
protolanguage. Special issue of Interaction Studies.

2007. Did our ancestors speak a holistic protolanguage? In Andrew Carstairs-McCarthy (ed.), The
evolution of language. Special issue of Lingua 117. 579–604.  

2006. Challenging the syllabic model of  ‘syntax-as-it-is’. In Patrick Honeybone & Ricardo
Bermúdez-Otero (eds.), Linguistic knowledge: perspectives from phonology and from syntax.
Special issue of Lingua 116. 689–709. 

2006. Abracadabra! Early hominin for ‘I think my humming’s out of tune with the rest of the
world!’. Cambridge Archaeological Journal 16. 106–107.

2006. A holistic protolanguage cannot be stored, cannot be retrieved. In Angelo Cangelosi, Andrew
D. M. Smith & Kenny Smith (eds.), The evolution of language. Proceedings of the 6th
International Conference (EVOLANG 6). New Jersey: World Scientific, 447–448.  

2005. Language Origins: Perspectives on Evolution (Studies in the Evolution of Language 4), (ed.)
Maggie Tallerman. Oxford: Oxford University Press.

2005. Language origins and evolutionary processes. Chapter 1 in Tallerman (ed.), 1–10.
2005. Initial Syntax and modern syntax: did the clause evolve from the syllable? Chapter 6 in

Tallerman (ed.), 133–152.
2005. Introduction to Part II: Protolanguage and the development of complexity. In Tallerman (ed.),

124–131.  

The following is a list of my recent or current publications which focus on the topic of Celtic
linguistics, the subject matter of SEL8203 Advanced Cross-linguistic syntax.  The set text for this
module is Borsley, Tallerman & Willis (2007) The Syntax of Welsh. These publications are also
relevant to the subject matter of SEL2084 Introduction to Cross-linguistic syntax (taught
annually): 

To appear. Overt and unrealized elements: evaluating a dependency distance account of Welsh
syntactic soft mutation. To appear in Journal of Linguistics. 

2007. The syntax of Welsh. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  [With Robert D. Borsley &
David Willis] 

2006. The syntax of Welsh ‘direct object mutation’ revisited. In Robert D. Borsley, Ian G. Roberts,
Louisa Sadler & David Willis (eds.), Celtic linguistics. Special issue of Lingua 116.
1750–1776. 

2006. At the interface: selection of the Welsh definite article. Linguistics 44. 781–816. [With S.J.
Hannahs]

2005. The Celtic languages. In Guglielmo Cinque & Richard Kayne (eds.), Oxford Handbook of
Comparative Syntax, Chapter 19. New York & Oxford: Oxford University Press. 839-879. 

1999 Welsh soft mutation and marked word order. In Michael Darnell, Edith Moravcsik, Frederick
Newmeyer, Michael Noonan &  Kathleen Wheatley (eds.)  Functionalism and Formalism in
Linguistics. Volume 2: Case studies.  Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 277-294.



1998 The uniform Case-licensing of subjects in Welsh. The Linguistic Review 15. 69-133.
1997 Infinitival clauses in Breton. Canadian Journal of Linguistics  42: Topics in Celtic Syntax, ed.

Eithne Guilfoyle. 205-233.
1996 Fronting constructions in Welsh. In R.D. Borsley & I.G. Roberts (eds.) The Syntax of the Celtic

Languages: A Comparative Perspective. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.  97-124.
1996 Phrases and soft mutation in Welsh. Journal of Celtic Linguistics 5. 1-49. [With R.D. Borsley] 
1991 The directionality of head subcategorization in Welsh. In J. Fife &  E. Poppe (eds.) Studies in

Brythonic Word Order. Amsterdam: John Benjamins. 311-327.
1990 VSO  word order and consonantal mutation in Welsh. Linguistics 28. 389-416.
1990 Relativization strategies:  NP accessibility in Welsh. Journal of Linguistics 26. 291-314.

SEL2084 Introduction to Cross-linguistic syntax 

This module is based on my textbook Understanding Syntax (London: Hodder Arnold, 2nd edn.
2005). 


