‘Blood in your mobile phone?’

Workshop for schools lesson, aged c.14-15.

Material/preparation
To take: A4 sheets with ‘AGREE’ and ‘DISAGREE’ printed in v. large type; blue-tack; marker pens for drawing; large sheets eg A3 paper.
AV: PPT with map of DRC and neighbours, links to campaign film clips. 

Intro
-Introduce myself 
- This session, thinking about our responsibility for war in other parts of the world, and our responsibility for peace. Focus on Congo. 

Opinion line, 
INSTRUCTIIONS: One chair at one end of room with ‘AGREE’, another at other end with ‘DISAGREE’. Explain instructions: I make a statement, stand where you feel your position is (closer to one, the more you identify with it; can take with others to reach decision, and can change position as I give more information or others give their reasons/thoughts. 

do you agree that... 

· If you find a £50 in school, you should hand it in? £20? £1?
· If someone gives you an all-day bus pass, it is right to use it.
· We should try to buy fair-trade products
· Britain was right to declare war on Germany in 1939 when it invaded Poland
· It is legitimate to break into a military factory and smash a jet-plane under construction? More info – being sent to regime oppressing own people? Actually happened – explain ‘Ploughshares 4’
· If you see one person hitting another on the street, you should intervene? If that person being hit is an unpleasant neighbour of yours?
· You would give your life to save a family member (eg Hunger Games – Katniss to save Primrose); to save someone shooting 100 strangers? 50 people? 10 people.

Aim: to establish moral responsibility; we have some responsibility for others, although disagree on it. Conclude by asking them aim, and stating this. Martin Luther King – we are connected together in webs of mutuality.

War in Democratic Republic of Congo – background
Statistics:
Congo and UK have almost same population (65m and 62m). So if you were a random soul as much chance as being born there as here. But:
GNP per cap 320$/35,000 – more than 100X
Life expectancy at birth – UK 78/82, DRC – 47/51
Total expenditure on health: 27$/3,480$
Probability of dying 15-60 years of age, per 1000 people, UK -95/58 (M/F) DRC- 442/331 (M/F)
 Why? Different reasons, one is – WAR.

Colonialism:
· King Leopold II of Belgium made Congo private slave colony, acquired 1885.. Booming rubber industry entirely dependent on Congo rubber, made Leopold one of richest men in the world. Brutal policing – cut off limbs of people to enforce rubber quotas, population halved during this period.
Indpendence
· Independent 1960. Eg CW and post-CW history of Congo, etc. Mobutu, corrupt, supported by Americans, Soviets supported his opponents, so war.
· 1994 following genocide in Rwanda, Hutu militias fled to DRC, used it as base; then took part in overthrow of Mobutu, helped install President Kabilla. Uganda also invaded to take part.
-War from 1997 onwards (don’t mention tantalum yet); different sections of country controlled by different armed groups, controlling different trades.
-Uganda, for example, became a major exporter of gold and diamonds overnight, despite having no natural deposits of its own. Also mass looting of timber by Rwandans etc.
· Not just outsiders: Internal agency, corruption, intentions of Rwandans and Uganadans as well as Mobutu’s corrupt role important, vital. Congo could be one of richest countries in the world if they had historically been paid a fair price for natural resources that have been taken abroad, but v. poor.
· Formally ‘peace’, but violence continues and ongoing effects.
· Last 15 years 5m people died, c. 300,000 women raped. rape used to control and frighten populations. Thousands die every month through violence, lack of health-care, disruption of food supplies, etc.  Most bloody war since WW2.

· We established using opinion line that sense of responsibility – must extend to others. MLK – good Samaritan extend to others. What to do with us?
Then ask: how many mobile phones have you had? How many in your family?  Reason is, therefore likely that you are implicated in this violence.

Show film, conflict minerals 101
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=aF-sJgcoY20
supply-chain, Conflict minerals 101

(if longer slot…
http://www.raisehopeforcongo.org/content/conflict-free-campus-initiative
 
Response

Community of inquiry:
· Split students into groups of 4 people, ask them to devise a question to discuss as a group. This is key time to circulate (with other staff members) and engage in discussion.
· Come back together: get each group to read out question and tell us why they chose it.Vvote on question – every person has one vote. Record votes.  
· Discuss top 1 or 2 questions: either as a whole group, or in breakouts.
 POINTS TO CONSIDER:
· Be critical of the films: is it all the responsibility of outsiders, what about internal misrule in Congo and actions of neighbouring states? What do African solutions look like?
· Is boycotting DRC an option? How would that affect livelihoods?
· Success of other campaigns: Nike Sweatshops, ‘Bllod diamonds’, antislave-trade sugar boycotts, etc
Conclusion
· Stress responsibility to others based on common humanity and implication in supply chains.
· Challenge: what will you do? Eg Campus-based campaign as on video?
· Remember when you use mobiles: is there blood in your phone?

Resources:

· 2010. The criminalization of the Mining Industry in Eastern DRC. Goma: Pola Institute: Institut Interculturel dans la Région des Grands Lacs. (critical take on some of the external analysis and campaigning).
· Stearns, P. (2005) Global Outrage: The Impact of World Opinion on Contemporary History. Oxford: Oneworld.
· 2011, Blood in the Mobile: IS there Blood in your Pocket? DVD, Dogwoof  
· Nest, M. (2011) Colton. Cambridge: Polity Press.
· Raise Hope for Congo, campaign group/website (http://www.raisehopeforcongo.org/)


Other uses of Tantalum (I can’t remember where I got this from!).
	Tantalum carbide
	Cutting tools
	Increased high temperature deformation, control of grain growth

	Lithium tantalate
	Surface Acoustic Wave (SAW) filters in mobile phones, hi-fi stereos and televisions.
	Electronic signal wave dampening provides for clearer and crisper audio and video output.

	Tantalum oxide
	- Lenses for spectacles, digital cameras and mobile phones
- X-ray film
- Ink jet printers
	- Ta2O5 provides a high index of refraction so lenses for a given focal strength can be thinner and smaller
- Yttrium tantalate phosphor reduces X-ray exposure and enhances image quality
- Wear resistance characteristics. Integrated capacitors in integrated circuits (ICs)

	Tantalum powder
	Tantalum capacitors for electronic circuits in:
- medical appliances such as hearing aids and pacemakers;
- automotive components such as ABS, airbag activation, engine management modules, GPS;
- portable electronics e.g. laptop computers, cellular/mobile phones, video cameras, digital still cameras;
- other equipment such as DVD players, flat screen TVs, games consoles, battery chargers, power rectifiers, cellular/mobile phone signal masts, oil well probes
	High reliability characteristics and low failure rates, operation over a wide temperature range from -55 to +200°C, can withstand severe vibrational forces, small size per microfarad rating/electrical storage capability

	Tantalum fabricated sheets and plates
	- Chemical process equipment including lining, cladding, tanks, valves, heat exchangers
- Cathodic protection systems for steel structures such as bridges, water tanks
- Corrosion resistant fasteners, screws, nuts, bolts
- Spinnerettes in synthetic textile manufacture
	Superior corrosion resistance - equivalent in performance to glass

	Tantalum fabricated sheets, plates, rods, wires
	- Prosthetic devices for humans - hip joints, skull plates, mesh to repair bone removed after damage by cancer, suture clips, stents for blood vessels
	Attack by body fluids is non-existent; highly bio-compatible

	Tantalum fabricated sheets, plates, rods, wires
	- High temperature furnace parts
	Melting point is 2996°C although protective atmosphere or high vacuum required

	Tantalum ingot
	- Sputtering targets
	Applications of thin coatings of tantalum, tantalum oxide or nitride coatings to semi-conductors to prevent copper migration

	Tantalum ingot
	- High temperature alloys for:
- air and land based turbines (e.g. jet engine discs, blades and vanes)
- rocket nozzles
	Alloy compositions containing 3-11% tantalum offer resistance to corrosion by hot gases, allow higher operating temperatures and thus efficiency and fuel economy

	Tantalum ingot
	- Computer hard drive discs
	An alloy containing 6% tantalum has shape memory properties

	Tantalum ingot
	- Explosively Formed Projectile for TOW-2 missile
	Balance of density and formability allow for a lighter and more efficient system
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