ACE8004: SUSTAINABLE RURAL LIVELIHOODS ANALYSIS



Lecture: Investigating livelihoods for policy purposes 

Date: Wed. 28 March, 9 - 11, KGB Room 153.
Speaker: Dr. Patricia Ocampo-Thomason (Developing Areas Research Network -DARN) 
"PRA is a family of continuously evolving approaches, methods, values and behaviours which has turned much that is conventional on its head. It seeks to enable local and marginalised people to share, enhance and analyse their knowledge of life and conditions, and to plan, act, monitor and evaluate. In its philosophy, practice and vocabulary it has come to stress: 
· the question ‘whose reality counts?’ raising issues of equity and empowerment, and of enabling women, poor people and others who are marginalised to express their realities and make them count; 

· the primacy of the personal, especially behaviour and attitudes, and exercising personal judgement and responsibility (Chambers, 2004).

Lecture resources: 

Chambers, 2004.  Ideas for Development: Reflecting Forwards, IDS Working Paper 238, (Link Chambers)
DfID, 2002.   Tools for Development: A handbook for those engaged in development activity (http://www.dfid.gov.uk/pubs/files/toolsfordevelopment.pdf)

DfID, 2000.  Guidance sheets at the Information resources, download the “Sustainable Livelihoods Guidance sheets, section 4: Methods of Implementing Sustainable Livelihoods Approaches” at: 

http://www.livelihoods.org/info/guidance_sheets_pdfs/section4_1.pdf
FAO, 2001 FAO Farmer’s training manual (please download part A and print pages 25 to 35 -exercises 1a,1b and 1c)

Link: ftp://ftp.fao.org/agl/aglw/fwm/Manual_PartA.pdf
Pretty, J. N. 1995. A Trainer's Guide for Participatory Learning and Action.  IIED (see preview at: Pretty: A trainer's guide to Participatory Learning & Action)

Veldhuizen van L; Waters-Bayer, A; Scott Killough, S;  Espineli, M and

Gonsalves, J. 2001.  Institutionalising Farmer Participatory Research -Lessons from a comparative study, in Wheelbarrows full of frogs.   Social learning in rural resource management  (http://www.iirr.org/PTD/vanveldhuizen.pdf)

Further reading:

Allen W (2000) The Role of Action Research in Environmental Management. Massey University, Natural Resource Management Programme.  Working paper No. 3 of NRM-changelinks at http://nrm-changelinks.net/thesis_ch3.html 
Cameron J, Gibson K (2005) Participatory action research in a poststructuralist vein. Geoforum 36:315-331

Campbell, J (2002)  A critical appraisal of participatory methods in development research.  Social research Methodology, Vol. 5 no. 1 pages 19-29

Lewis M (1995) Focus groups interviews in qualitative research: a review of the literature. Action Research Electronic Reader:1-9

Seymour-Rolls KaH, Ian (1995) Participatory Action Research : Getting the job done. Action Research Electronic Reader


Electronic Resources:

Action Research Electronic Reader 

Action research is a tool to change society and generate knowledge. The documents in the Action Research Electronic Reader are original contributions brought together with the purpose of supporting and informing students, researchers and change agents in the field. They are grouped under two headings, 'Discussion' and 'Research Reports', though in the nature of action research, boundaries are not distinct.

http://www.scu.edu.au/schools/gcm/ar/arr/arow/default.html
FAO field tools for participation 

A database with a collection of participatory field tools, methods and approaches developed or applied by FAO: http://www.fao.org/Participation/ft_find.jsp
Good example: Guidelines and Farmers' Training Manual for Participatory Training and Extension In Farmers' Water Management http://www.fao.org/ag/agl/aglw/farmerwatertraining/
IDRC book 

Participatory Research and Development for Sustainable Agriculture and Natural Resource Management: A Sourcebook.   Compiled by: Julian Gonsalves et al.  CIP-UPWARD/IDRC 2005.
Book can be download at: http://www.idrc.ca/en/ev-73443-201-1-DO_TOPIC.html
Participatory Learning and Action (PLA)

Is an umbrella term for a wide range of similar approaches and methodologies, including Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA), Rapid Rural Appraisal (RRA), Participatory Learning Methods (PALM), Participatory Action Research (PAR), Farming Systems Research (FSR), Méthod Active de Recherche et de Planification Participative (MARP), and many others. The common theme to all these approaches is the full participation of people in the processes of learning about their needs and opportunities, and in the action required to address them. 

http://www.iied.org/NR/agbioliv/pla_notes/index.html
The International Institute of Rural Reconstruction (IIRR)

IIRR is a rural development organization with 80 years experience, working in Africa, Asia and Latin America. They promote people-centered development through capacity building for poor people and their communities, development organizations and agencies. See: http://www.iirr.org/index.htm
Check: Participatory technology development for agriculture improvement: 

Challenges for institutional integration, at:

http://www.iirr.org/PTD/PTD%20table%20of%20contents.htm
And also, see IIRR information about the international training courses:

http://www.iirr.org/training.htm
The Livelihoods Network: 

Promotes collaboration, knowledge sharing and advocacy around livelihoods approaches: http://www.livelihoods.org/info/info_guidancesheets.html#1
(*includes a DfID guidance sheets at the Information resources).

The poverty and wellbeing internet platform:

Run by the Social Development Division (SoDev) of the Swiss Agency for Development and Cooperation (SDC) . Through this platform, SoDev wants to enhance the poverty focus in SDC's development programmes and in SDC's policy dialogues, more info see: http://www.poverty-wellbeing.net/
Following the SLA approach, the SDC have produced a didactical learning module called the Poverty and Livelihoods in Development Cooperation (that can be downloaded at:http://www.poverty-wellbeing.net/media/sla/index2.htm)
* use this link to get to the tool kit their own link is broken!!)

The RCPLA network:

Is an alliance of seventeen different organisations from around the world, that strives to promote the empowerment of the disadvantaged through participation in their own development. The Network helps researchers and practitioners share information and experience about Participatory Learning and Action (PLA) approaches, and encourages the improved implementation of these approaches globally. The Network hopes to further the role of participatory approaches into governance structures to create change. Each member of the Network brings with it specific strengths, but are united in their desire to provide access to a variety of resources.

http://www.rcpla.org/
Wageningen University livelihood module 

This online resource was created to support livelihoods modules run within two masters courses held at the Wageningen University: a. Social Inclusion, Gender and Rural Livelihoods and b.International Agriculture.  The site also serves to encourage critical reflection on the more methodological dimensions on livelihoods research.

See: http://www.livelihood.wur.nl/index.php?s=A0-Home
Prepared by: Patricia Ocampo-Thomason, Newcastle University, March 27, 2007


