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THANK YOU...

To the Live Theatre and all its Staff, especially for helping Ian and Anna with the lights; to the 1st Ponteland Scouts for the use of the mast and the 34th Nottingham Scouts for the ropes; to all the brave souls who’ve lent their services as rehearsal pianists and anyone else we’ve forgotten.

HELLO!

Welcome to the 1995 Summer Show in the newly refurbished Live Theatre. The Summer Show marks the end of this year’s activities, and is designed on a much more informal basis than our main production. It’s a chance to escape from the ever present dread of exams and rediscover a social life.


We hope you’ll enjoy this evening’s entertainment. Look out for our next show “The Pirates of Penzance” at the Tyne Theatre (13-16 March). If there are any students out there who’d like to join us, check out our notice board on Level Five of the Students’ Union Building next term.

The Committee
SYNOPSIS


We join the crew of the H.M.S. Pinafore as they near Portsmouth, three months since the events portrayed in the eponymous opera (don’t worry if you’ve never seen it - Dick will explain everything). All is not right on board-ship - the crew have Captain Ralph Rackstraw completely un-der their thumb and treat him like a lackey. His only compensation is that he will soon be married to Josephine Corcoran, who travels with him. Her father Edward, now demoted from Captain to Able Seaman, is engaged to Little Buttercup and decides to marry her on board the Pinafore as soon as they dock.


Their arrival is greeted by the local young ladies, closely followed by Sir Joseph Porter and his wife Hebe. They are shocked to see the state of affairs on the ship, and “have words” with Captain Rackstraw.


Edward and Buttercup are married that evening with much noisy revelry, causing Sir Joseph to complain. When he snubs their offer to join the celebrations, an offended Edward fells him with a single punch. Edward is instantly arrested and led away to the ship’s dungeon.


The Second Act opens on a very different scene. The crew are all hard at work; Captain Rackstraw has listened to Sir Joseph’s advice. Edward Corcoran is sentenced to hang for his crime, and Ralph informs Josephine that he cannot marry the daughter of a common criminal. But Buttercup, Bill and Beth have other ideas, and decide to incite the crew to mutiny, the outcome of which you’ll just have to wait and see...

BACKGROUND

Mutiny on the Pinafore is the long-awaited sequel to H.M.S. Pinafore, the first big success of the creative partnership of Gilbert & Sullivan. It was written to solve a problem that has vexed “G&S’ers” for over a century - how does Edward Corcoran, demoted to an Able Seaman at the end of Pinafore, rise to become Captain Sir Edward Corcoran, K.C.B. in the later opera Utopia Limited? The solution that is proposed here uses the original characters from Pinafore combined with a plot derived from a number of the Bab Ballads, the comic poems that Gilbert based so many of his own plots on.


Mutiny on the Pinafore is the sixth show written by Fraser Charlton for the society. The original story features songs (often with re-written lyrics) from a variety of operas, combining old favourites with a few little-known gems from musicals that Sullivan wrote with librettists other than Gilbert.

PAST SUMMER SHOWS

1985
Cox and Box (Burnand & Sullivan) & The Zoo (Sullivan & Rowe)
1986
Ages Ago (Gilbert & Clay) /

Cox and Box & Trial by Jury (Gilbert & Sullivan)
1987
Cox and Box & The Zoo
1988
Wicked Waxworks (Fraser Charlton)
1989
Penzance II: The Pirates Strike Back! (Christopher Egdell)
1990
The Philanderer (Fraser Charlton) & Trial by Jury
1991
Modern Girls (Fraser Charlton) & The Zoo
1992
The Wreckers of Red Rock (Fraser Charlton)
1993
Robin Hood and his Merry Persons (Fraser Charlton)
1994
Wicked Waxworks

ORDER OF MUSIC

ACT ONE




Overture

1.

Opening Chorus - “We sail the ocean blue” (H.M.S. Pinafore)

2.

Song - “I once was Captain of this crew” (The Mikado)
Edward

3.

Song - “Let a satirist enumerate a catalogue of crimes” (The Rose of Persia)
Dick

4.

Aria - “Oh, happy young heart!” (The Sorcerer)
Josephine

5.

Duet - “None shall part us” (Iolanthe)
Ralph & Josephine

6.

Scena - “When a ship returns to dock” (The Gondoliers)
Penny, Sarah, Buttercup & Beth

7.

Duet -  “I know a youth” (Ruddigore)
Beth & Bill

8.
a.
Chorus & Duet - “Behold the First Lord of the Adm’ralty”
Sir Joseph & Hebe


b.
Song - “I am the very model of a modern Cabinet Minister” (The Pirates of Penzance)
Sir Joseph

9.

Song - “There lived a King” (The Gondoliers)
Hebe

10.

Quintet - “Try we lifelong” (The Gondoliers)
Sir Joseph, Hebe, Josephine, Ralph & Dick

11.

Finale Act One


a.
Chorus - “Comes the couple newly plighted” (Trial by Jury)


b.
Song - “Ladies and gentlemen” (The Zoo)
Bill & Chorus


c.
Recit. - “What is this dreadful noise” (H.M.S. Pinafore)
Sir Joseph, Edward & Chorus


d.
Song - “You’re a snob, sir” (Iolanthe)
Edward, Hebe, Josephine & Chorus


e.
Ensemble - “Edward, your funeral bell you rang” (Patience)

ACT TWO


1.

Chorus - “The Captain’s turned into an autocrat” (Iolanthe)

2.

Ballad - “There grew a little flower” (Ruddigore)
Buttercup & Edward

3.

Song - “I’ve heard it said” (Haddon Hall)
Edward

4.

Duet - “When Eve wed Adam ‘neath the Tree” (The Grand Duke)
Hebe & Sir Joseph

5.

Trio - “Alas! I waver to and fro!” (The Yeomen of the Guard)
Buttercup, Beth & Bill

6.

Chorus & Solo “The prisoner comes” (The Yeomen of the Guard)
Josephine

7.

Song - “Oh, everyone, listen, I pray” (Trial by Jury)
Ralph

8.
a.
Recit. - “Hush, hush, not a word!” (The Pirates of Penzance)
Beth & Sir Joseph


b.
Trio - “Well, you’re a pretty kind of fellow” (The Grand Duke)
Edward, Buttercup & Josephine

9.

Song - “When I was born, at an early age” (H.M.S. Pinafore)
Sir Joseph

10.

Finale Act Two - “Oh joy, oh rapture unforeseen” (H.M.S. Pinafore)

The title in brackets indicates the show from which the music was taken.

“The Rose of Persia” is by Sullivan & Hood, “The Zoo” is by Sullivan & Rowe, “Haddon Hall” is by Sullivan & Grundy; all the other operas are by Gilbert & Sullivan.
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Wednesday 13th - Saturday 16th March 1996

Tyne Theatre & Opera House
Westgate Road, Newcastle

