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Mission Statement - “Modularisation, Semesterisation, Masturbation.”

EDITORIAL

Chief Executive Editorial Editor: Dobson Graham, BMus, MLitt, LMSSA

Well, here it is, the issue they said should never happen. We'd like to thank all our contributors and all the people who sent in their kind comments and gifts. We're still glad to receive any more. In fact, if you wish to see your (or your rival's) department  name appear in the next edition, please send us a donation and we'll do our best to dig up some dirt.

Please send all correspondance to: Dr. Dobson Graham, 6 Hunters Place, Spital Tongues, Newcastle Upon Tyne, NE2 4PB.

“LET THE CULLINGS COMMENCE!”
SAYS VICE CHANCELLOR

FLOODED

Few people can have failed to notice the increasing numbers of students to be seen on the University Campus. Facilities are becoming overloaded: long queues in the library, overcrowding of lecture theatres and flooded toilets are now commonplace, and, of course, extra people pose a significant fire risk. What is to be done?

PROBLEM

This was the problem addressed by the Vice Chancellor at the recent Extraordinary Meeting of the Academic Board (Demography) Committee. “It is imperative that something be done, and done quickly”, he stated. “A number of solutions have been presented to this board, and our course of action is plain.

“Any proposal to reduce admission numbers is obviously out of the question, as this would result in a dangerous loss of Governmental funding. Increasing the exam failure rate would be equally unacceptable, as this would result in lower average degrees and thus lower academic standards. This would be particularly damaging for those courses, such as Town Planning, who have achieved such high standards that they are able to award First Class Honours to over 80% of their students.

“The only truly fair and rational response is systematic culling of undergraduates.”

CLUBS

An Assistant Registrar submitted the report of the Culling Mechanism Sub-Committee. Shooting was rejected because of the high cost of bullets, combined with the added expenditure on licenses and staff training. Poisoning was felt to be too slow, and would expose the executioners to unacceptable risks. The Sub-Committee therefore recommended the use of clubbing. Clubs are cheap, effective, easy to wipe clean, and popular with employees. The proposed method of culling would be to lure lone students into quiet corridors by dangling coloured beads in front of them, whereupon they would be clubbed to the ground and thrown into mass graves containing quicklime.

A representative from Finance said that this proposal would meet with their full support. It was originally intended that agricultural students would carry out the culling, but when clubbing was revealed as the method of choice the Student Union Security Staff offered to pay a substantial fee to be allowed to do it. Their bid was therefore accepted.

THE DEAN

In support of the proposal, the Dean of Medicine said that, due to high demand for places and the GMC limitations, the Medical School had been operating a pro-active policy of culling at interview stage for many years and were “very satisfied” with the results.

USUAL FUSS

Predictably, the Student Union representative raised the usual fuss, worried that certain minority groups would be overlooked when it came to culling. It was therefore agreed to carry out clubbing indiscriminately, with appropriate Affirmative Action being taken should minority groups be under-represented.

The motion was passed unopposed, with implementation planned for the 1995 academic year.

ACCUSATION

After the meeting, our reporter approached the Dean of Medicine and asked him to comment on the accusation that Medical School porters have been operating a ‘shoot to kill’ policy against students with working class accents. At this point the Dean signalled to one of his Sub-Deans, who had been lurking unnoticed in the shadows.  Our reporter's glasses were pulled off and stamped on. He was then given a dead leg. At this point he made his excuses and left.

INSIDE

Pin the Tail on the Pro-vice chancellor -

 A game to cut out and keep

Gowns of the future - the place of sponsorship

Antidote asks: What is it that public health doctors actually do? No, really, what?

BOGUS PVC OUTRAGE

There has been a spate of individuals impersonating Pro-Vice Chancellors as a means of bringing the University into disrepute. Gangs of youths have been seen rampaging through Eldon Square wearing bogus Chancellorial robes. Later, we approached a man of medium height with horn rimmed glasses and challenged him on his right to wear a velvet mortar board while buying a mince pie. He refused to answer our questions and made a run for it. 

An eye witness said: ‘First it was Assistant Registrars, then Deans and now it's Pro-Vice Chancellors. Is nothing sacred? Where will it all end?’

THE TURIN GOWN

A student in Fenham has recently made the controversial claim that an academic gown which he has discovered is actually the legendary ‘Turin Gown’.

‘I found it under the bed when I moved into my flat in Gainsborough Grove,’ said twenty year old Mark Jones, ‘and immediately became convinced that it was the gown worn by our Lord.’

Legend has it that there is a close connection between the Son of God and Fenham, according to local historian Edwin Grieve. ‘One of the apocryphal gospels contains the passage “And He came unto a place of great cold and dampness.” Clearly this might refer to the bathroom conversion of a Tyneside flat in Gainsborough Grove.’

The gown is black, slightly torn, and has a label with Gray's of Durham printed inside the neck. A small sample of cloth has been sent to the Vatican for carbon dating.

Mr Jones, who is in the second year of a Politics and East Asian studies course, has an enviable record of discovering Christian relics: ‘I have a splinter of wood in a shoebox at home that I am convinced is a fragment of the True Cross,’ he informed our reporter. ‘Somehow, it had become incorporated into a bar stool at the Prince of Wales.’ 

LIBRARIAN PUBLICATION COMPETITION

Last issue we offered a prize to anybody who could locate a refereed publication by an academic librarian.

The single entry received (a paper from the journal Nature announcing the discovery of DNA by Francis Crick, James Watson and Jill Taylor-Roe: Sub Librarian) was judged invalid because it was published in 1953 while Newcastle was still a constituent college of Durham University. Also, Ms Taylor-Roe's name was written in wax crayon. The competition will be held open for another three months for the benefit of the remaining 28 academic librarians.

ASK THE COUNSELLOR

This issue's guest counsellor is ex-Dean of Medicine, Lord Walton of Detchant..

Dear Lord Walton,

What should I say if asked for a date by a pro-vice chancellor?

Yours,

A Librarian

Answer: First of all ensure that the PVC is genuine. If he is genuine, the correct response is to stroke his academic hood and inquire: ‘Is this real rabbit fur?’

RAPPING WITH THE REGISTRAR

Each issue we invite a Registrar to share his views on University matters; off the record and anonymously. This month the subject is semesterisation.

Antidote:
 First of all; what exactly are semesters?

Reg:
 I'm glad you asked me that. Semesters are basically units into which the academic year is, or may be, divided.

Antidote:
 Like terms?

Reg:
 Indeed yes, very like terms.

Antidote:
 So what exactly is the difference?

Reg:
 Well, there are only two semesters, you see.

Antidote:
 Why two?

Reg:
 Well, there are two sides to a coin, or to a piece of paper, and two sides to any question.

Antidote:
 Yes...

Reg:
 And, um, two sexes - man and woman... and there's the sun and the moon, that makes two. Night and day, black and white, good and evil, Laurel and Hardy, Bradford and Bingley... (Pause) So with semesters there are two terms instead of three. 

Antidote:
 I see. But don't you admit that by undergoing this massive reorganisation we create a great deal of additional administration, expense and confusion; as well as giving the distinct impression that Newcastle is a second-rate institution, indifferent to research or scholarship, and more interested in projecting a ‘forward-looking’ image to the government than in maintaining a proper university environment. And what exactly is the advantage? Nobody had ever suggested that there are any academic benefits to semesterisation. So why have we done it?

Reg:
 (Pause) But this way there are two terms...

Next issue we discuss modularisation with a Pro-Vice Chancellor.

NEW SMOKING REGULATIONS IN THE UNIVERSITY

Smokers are being subjected to ever-increasing restrictions in the drive to make the University a smoke-free environment. We have recently obtained a leaked document, signed by Dr. Martin White from the Health Propaganda Department, with details of the next stage in the anti-smoking campaign.

In future, smoking will be banned on all University premises, only being permitted in designated Class III lamina flow safety cabinets (see illustration). The head is placed thorough a hole in the perspex front panel and sealed with a rubber ring around the neck. Full-length rubber armpieces will then be used to manipulate the cigarettes inside the cabinet, and the smoke will be removed by ducted air vents to industrial carbon filters. The inside of the hood will also contain a speaker which will constantly play a tape specially prepared by one of the University's anti-smoking facilitators.

Until that time, however, we have been asked by Health Administration to remind all members of staff who smoke to register with their head of department. They will be issued with identity papers and a grey triangular patch to be worn on their clothes at all times.

STOP PRESS: WELSH ON CAMPUS

Antidote has received reports that there may be some Welsh on the campus. A number of items have gone missing while somebody's back was turned. We put this to the Deputy Registrar in charge of Student Recruitment and he told us: ‘Those bastards will steal anything that's not nailed down. Unfortunately there is currently a University policy of Affirmative Action in favour of Welsh admissions. My hands are tied.’

Antidote says: Ensure that all valuables are securely fastened until Taffies have been cleared from the vicinity.

PRESS CUTTINGS

From TheGuardian, 8.9.94
CRUSHED BY REPRESSIVE TOLERANCE, EDITOR CLAIMS

The first issue of Antidote, the Alternative Newsletter of Newcastle University upon Tyne, was almost crushed by a ruthless and savage wave of repressive tolerance from the Authorities, its editor claims. Dobson Graham, speaking from Johann's cafe in Fenwicks, was bitter at the lack of opposition that the ‘alternative newsletter’ had aroused. ‘It's what we have come to expect. We spit in the face of decency and what do we get? Bland indifference.’ 

Graham asserts that there has been no attempt to raid the Antidote offices or to seize the printing machinery. Furthermore, he himself has been put under no pressure to resign. ‘To be quite honest, my Prof hasn't even noticed the magazine, and the Sub Dean described it as “quite funny”, and containing “fair comment”. Under these circumstances it is difficult to know how we can continue production.’

Nevertheless, Dobson Grahame has promised that every effort will be made to bring out a second and even a third issue: ‘We will keep publishing’, he shouted as our reporter paid the waitress, ‘we will not be intimidated by insipid approval!’

Antidote says: We urge Antidote to continue to fight for the right to be suppressed  

LETTERS

Antidote has been deluged by three letters hostile to the editor. Here is a selection.

Dear Antidote,

I happen to know that the self-styled academic Dobson Graham is nothing of the kind; he does not appear anywhere in the University calender and cannot be described as a member of staff, unless you count three hours of helping out on the medical ethics seminars. I have met this ‘radical’, and he is just a sad character who hangs around the Senior Common Room smiling at librarians.

Yours, etc.

A Scholar.

Dear Antidote,

I have reason to doubt the validity of the qualifications claimed by the soi-disant editor of Antidote. If he is a BMus, how come I heard him enquiring of a Windows assistant ‘Which is the correct term, Schu-bert or Schu-man?’ And MLitt is not awarded for a one year thesis at Durham, I happen to know. And LMSSA is not a degree. So where does that leave us?

Yours, etc.

Another Scholar

Dear Antidote,

Dobson Graham does not exist. Will the real editor step forward and own up to his (or, indeed, her) responsibilities?

Yours, etc.

The Dean of Medicine

This correspondence is now closed.
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